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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 
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Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and the 26th Black  

History 2021 Special 
Edition 

Welcome, Travelers! 

See The Mid-South  
Tribune’s 2021 Juneteenth 

Edition on Black Infor-
mation Highway.com

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

National Coalition of Black Veterans Organizations 
canvass to rename Confederate Army bases to honor 
Black military officers; Dept. of Army remains silent

By  Charles Blatcher, III 
  Chairman,  

National Coalition of Black 
Veteran Organizations 

 
 This article is written to pre-
empt a possible problem that 
could cause a delay in getting the 
names changed on the Army 
Bases currently honoring Con-
federate Generals.  Everybody 

 The National Coalition of Black Veteran Organizations  will be recommending the following to be honored with base names:  (L-R) -  Colonel Charles 
Young, Brigadier General Benjamin O. Davis, General Roscoe Robinson, Sr, Brigadier General Hazel W. Johnson, Major General Charles C. Rogers. 
(Photos/Courtesy: National Coalition of Black Veteran Organizations).

has a favorite uncle or aunt they 
believe should have a base 
named in their honor. In January 
when we were informed the 
legislation had been signed au-
thorizing the name changes, we 

submitted our recommendations 
to Congressman Anthony 
Brown, a member of the Armed 
Services Committee. We felt it 
important to suggest a common-
sense approach for the name se-
lection process. Otherwise, the 
process could easily be argued 
about who is the worthiest of the 
honors. 
 The Congressional Black Cau-
cus raised the issue calling for 
the renaming of the select United 
States Army Bases. The Coali-
tion has been a principal advo-
cate for the cause. We 
communicated with Congres-
sional Leaders and Army Gen-
eral Mark A. Milley, chairman of 

the Joint Chief of Staff express-
ing our view regarding the neces-
sity for the change. We reached 
out to the Department of the 
Army and Congress seeking the 
regulations or legislation that af-
firmed the existing names. One 
would surmise there was a selec-
tion process, and such doc-
uments exist. We never acquired 

the documentation. Without a se-
lection process Benedict Arnold 
would have likely been chosen to 
be honored.     
    Nevertheless, we welcomed 
the announcement that the deci-
sion was made to change the 

Please see sports—ent. 5

UofM honors first Black student and 
former Air Force officer ... from sports page 1

Luther C. McClellan proudly holds the marker honoring 
him as the namesake of the UofM alumni mall. (Photo credit: 
Wendy Adams/University of Memphis)

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. 
Senators Marsha Blackburn (R-
Tenn.) and Bill Hagerty (R-
Tenn.) recently released a video 
honoring Staff Sergeant Ryan 
Knauss of the Knoxville, Tenn. 
area and the 13 servicemembers 
who bravely gave their lives in 

commentary

names of the ten bases. It has 
been a long time coming, but it 
has come. The Coalition being 
involved since 2017 shares the 
joy and success of the legislative 
accomplishment.  
 We selected names for five of the 
bases to be renamed. The number 
was derived because the Black 
contribution spans the longest 
period of our nation’s history. 
Black participation also consti-
tutes the largest minority pres-
ence in American Military 
History. The Native American, 
Hispanic, Japanese, and Hawai-
ian American communities have 
their own first for consideration 
in the process. 
 The recommendation we sent 
forward were the following with 
the brief histories supporting the 
choices. In our suggested process 

We selected names for five of 
the bases to be renamed. The 
number was derived because 
the Black contribution spans 
the longest period of our na-
tion’s history. Black partici-
pation also constitutes the 
largest minority presence in 
American Military History. 

history makes the determination. 
Our choices represent the first in 
United States Army Military His-
tory, all are deceased. The latter 
point is a prerequisite for consid-
eration. 
 
- Colonel Charles Young, First 
Black Colonel in Army History. 
Highest ranking Black Officer in 
the Armed Forces from 1894 to 
his death in 1922. 
 
-  Brigadier General Benjamin 
O. Davis, Sr, First Black General 
in US Military History- 1941 
 
- General Roscoe Robinson, 
First Black Army Four Star Gen-
eral in US Army History - 1984 
 
- Brigadier General Hazel W. 

Please see sports-ent. 5

Sens. Blackburn and Hagerty 
release video honoring Staff 
Sergeant Ryan Knauss, one  
of the 13 killed in Afghanistan 

Staff Sergeant Ryan Knauss

service to their fellow citizens 
and country. 
 “Senator Hagerty and I are paus-
ing today to pay tribute to the 13 
servicemembers who lost their 
lives, defending individuals that 
they have never met. And cer-

came an Air Force officer spe-
cializing in radar countermea-
sures. He worked as a computer 
expert at the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command 
(NORAD) and as a program di-
rector at the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA). He retired in 
1998 with more than 30 years of 
experience working for the FAA 
and Air Force. He also retired 
from the Air Force Reserves as a 
major.  
The Black Alumni Chapter of the 
UofM Alumni Association 
awards the Luther C. McClellan 
Scholarship annually to as many 
as three deserving minority stu-
dents. This award recognizes stu-
dents who have shown 
outstanding academic achieve-
ment, leadership qualities and 
community involvement.   
“It was an act of remarkable per-
sonal courage by Luther and so 
many others across this country 
that forced the United States to 
start facing the issue of racial in-
justice and equality,” said UofM 
President M. David Rudd. “We 
are certainly nowhere near where 
we need to be, but we are making 
progress due to that personal 

See remarks Sen. Hagerty 
delivered on sports page 3

tainly Staff Sergeant Ryan 
Knauss, we remember him, and 
we are grateful for him and his 
service. He is an American hero,” 
said Senator Blackburn. 
 
 “Staff Sergeant Ryan Knauss 
was a true patriot. He was a son. 
He was a husband. And he was a 
great Tennessean that embodies 
the Volunteer spirit. Our heart 
goes out to him and his family. 
We will never forget the legacy 
that he's left of service and brav-
ery as he stood to help others and 
put his own life on the line,” said 
Senator Hagerty. 


